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Dear Parents/Guardians 

I hope that everyone has had a great start to the new school year.  We are fortunate to have terrific 

teachers and staff that make Dexter Elementary an outstanding place for students to learn.  As        

principal, my primary goals are to ensure student achievement and to promote a safe and positive 

school experience for each child.  Please help me reach these goals with your support and assistance.  

Our District has once again partnered with PIVOT, formerly Alcohol and Substance Abuse Council of  

Jefferson County, to provide our students with a Character Education program.  Our students will learn 

social skills and communication skills, along with other strategies, to help them make safe and       

practical decisions.   Embedded in this program are strategies to prevent and deal with bullying.  

Please feel comfortable to contact teachers, staff or administration if you ever feel the need for us to 

investigate and deal with a bullying situation.   

Our annual Halloween parade will be held on Wednesday, October 31.  The time of the parade will be 

9:45 AM.  It will be held outside in the front loop if the weather cooperates.  Our plan the rest of the 

day will include a balance of educational activities and the traditional Halloween festivities in the  

classrooms.   We will conduct a normal dismissal that day. 

Parent conferences are scheduled for Thursday, November 15 (4:00-8:10 PM) and Friday, November 

16 (11:50 AM – 4:00 PM).  Both days will be ½ days for students with walker/student pick-ups being 

dismissed at 11:05 AM and bus students released at 11:15 AM.   AM Pre-K students should be picked 

up at 10:45 AM on these two days.  Information about conferences will be sent out in the next couple 

of weeks.  

 Please contact me if you ever have any concerns, suggestions, or ideas.  We truly are partners in     

education. 

Dave Ramie 



Kindergarten has had a busy start.  The children have all adjusted well to their 

classrooms and routines. They have all been making lots of new friends, as well 

as, learning all of the school rules.  The children are beginning to identify initial 

sounds in words and blending of letter sounds.  Using sight words and sound 

blending, the children have been making daily journal writing.  They have also 

been studying the characteristics of fall.  The children are eager and receptive 

to new ideas and other children’s ideas.  We are looking forward to an exciting 

school year.  

 The Kindergarten Teachers 

Mrs. Bellinger and Mrs. Biedekapp 

World of Wonder in PreK! 

It has been such a fun and amazing start to the school year.  We have spent the last few weeks    

learning our roles in the classroom as well as learning about the world around us.  Students’ eyes are 

opening up to shapes, colors, and the way they can be combined to make objects around them unique.  

As the children become more independent and active learners, they branch out and find new ways to 

think, complete tasks, and create.  This is only the beginning to a long love of learning for PreK!    

Mrs. Zehr and Mrs. Vincent 



October is an exciting month with fire safety and fall fun.   

          In Domains we are learning about the human body.  Ask your 

child how many bones are in our body…(hint 206).   In skills the      

children are reading new stories; the words in these stories are decodable 

(they can blend) or are tricky words (words that don’t follow the rules 

for sounding out) that have been introduced. The children are bringing 

some of these new stories home; have your child read these stories to 

you.  Reading the passages to you nightly helps to increase your child’s       

fluency and builds their confidence.  

Please continue to practice the Rainbow words; your child should     

complete the red and orange levels by the end of October.  In math we 

have been learning about 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional shapes.  We 

will soon begin working on addition.  The homework sheets are great 

ways to give your child extra practice on the skills we have taught that 

day.    

We look forward to seeing you at Parent conferences in November.  

More information will be coming home as we get closer to the date.     

Mrs. St. Onge and Ms. Tyo  



We’re off to a wonderful start in second grade this year! It was a pleasure 
meeting many of our families at Open House and we want to thank  everyone 

for attending.   
 

Students spent September getting to know one another, learning classroom 
routines, classroom expectations and building a classroom community.   

In math we just finished our first chapter on addition and subtraction           
concepts and will begin chapter two.  Chapter two focuses on number           

patterns.   
In ELA, we have started guided reading groups.  Students are divided into 

small groups that work closely with the teacher on reading skills and         
strategies.   

Our classes enjoyed our visit from Merry-Go-Round Theater.  We learned 
about  Aesop’s Fables.  Each week the second grade classes have been          

participating in a S.T.E.M (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math)        
activity.   S.T.E.M.  activities provide enriching, hands-on learning experiences 
for our students.  Both second grade classes enjoyed our first field trip to the 
Samaritan Medical Center. Thank you to our parent volunteers for joining us! 
  Finally, at the end of this month we will enjoy a “Healthy Halloween” party. 
     Please remember to sign and read at least ten minutes each night for your 
reading logs.  Finally, please remember to have your child study addition and 

subtraction facts.  As the weather is beginning to cool off, we ask that you 
please have your child bring/wear a light   jacket or sweatshirt to school daily. 

We will continue to have recess outside, as long as the weather allows.  

Thank you for your help and support.   

The Second Grade Teachers, 

Mrs. Wiley 

Miss Martin 



 

 

We’re off to a great start in third grade this year!   We had a 

near perfect attendance for Open House and want to thank  

everyone for attending.  

 
      We have started learning about the Four Square Writing method and        
creating place  value pumpkins.  Our classes enjoyed a visit from Mrs. Widrick 
from the Jefferson  Historical Society.  We participated in a presentation called 
“School Days” and learned about the differences and similarities in schools 
from over a century ago!     
        On October 16th we took a field trip to the Minna Anthony  Nature Center.    
Finally, at the end of this month we will enjoy a “Healthy Halloween” party.  
Our  Halloween parade will be at 9:45 AM on October 31st.  We hope to see you 
there! 
     Please remember to sign and read at least fifteen minutes each night for 
your reading logs.  Finally, please remember to have your child study addition 
and subtraction facts.  The third grade classes will be starting multiplication 
very soon.   

Thank you for your help and support.   

 Ms. Edwards 
 Mrs. Ketcham  

 



4th grade is off to a busy and exciting start. On September 18th, we went to Thompson Park 

to participate in the Ag Extravaganza.  Students enjoyed visiting a variety of stations to 

learn about agriculture in Jefferson County. We all loved tasting local maple syrup and 

cheese curd! 

In math, we have been learning about place value as well as reviewing addition and      

subtraction.  It is important for your child to practice basic math facts at home as well as in 

school. Please visit our classroom websites for math games that will reinforce the basic 

facts. 

In ELA and Social Studies we are learning about the Haudenosaunee way of life.  Students 

are learning about the first people of New York and how their lives were much different 

than our own. Students also enjoyed learning about New York’s geography and taking a   

virtual tour of our state with Google Earth. 

Notes in the planner and email are great ways to communicate with us. If you have any 

comments or concerns, please feel free to contact us.  We look forward to meeting with all 

of you during Parent-Teacher conferences in November. 

 

Mrs. Moore and Mrs. Paige 



Thank you to everyone who made open house successful.  It was nice to meet everyone! 

We have had a great time getting to know your child the first few weeks of school. We are glad 

to see that so many parents have joined us on ClassDojo as well.  We will continue to post              

newsletters, pictures, and projects.  If you have questions or concerns you can email through GBlions 

or send a message on ClassDojo. 

In ELA students are learning about human rights.  We are beginning the novel Esperanza       

Rising.  Please encourage your child to stay on track with their reading homework.  They will generally 

read a chapter each day.   

Suggestions for struggling readers 

partner read with a friend or adult 

borrow the audiobook from the Dexter Free Library 

borrow an audio CD from the teacher 

listen to the audio during free time at school 

  In Math, we have been learning about place value and decimal operations.  We will beginning        

multiplication and division next.  Encourage your child to master their multiplication facts.  A good    

resource is www.xtramath.org. 

In Social Studies, we are learning about the geography of the Western Hemisphere.  Students 

will be starting a travel journal project soon.  In Science, students are studying cells. They will be using 

a variety of materials to create their cell poster.   

Thank you so much to all the parents who sent in supplies. 

 

Mrs. Konwinski and Mrs. Vodicka 

http://www.xtramath.org


This year grade six has gotten off to a great start.  Students have been extremely busy in all areas.  We 

have been working hard on reading and language arts.  We are more than half way through The     

Lightening Thief and are getting ready for a project based on some themes in this book.   Students are 

also involved in a competition in ELA.  We have the ECHOES writing competition which combines       

imagination and creative writing to create a showcase of middle school experiences to be presented in 

the spring.  

We continue to adapt and incorporate new strategies to meet the new requirements of the Common 

Core curriculum and the needs of our students! Math is moving right along.  Students are doing well 

keeping up with our pace.  We have changed the order of our units and students seem to responding 

well to the new sequence.  Our aim is to complete all of our units before Spring Break, so students 

have plenty of review time. 

On September 14th, the sixth graders travelled to Sackets Harbor to check out Fort Drum soldiers in 

action!  The A Co, 41st Engineer Battalion conducted a Helocast Water Insertion Operation in Lake  

Ontario right off the shores.  This operation is intended to train soldiers on waterborne operations/

combat water insertions, conduct engineer reconnaissance and help validate air space co-use.  In   

other words--- WE SAW COOL STUFF!  Students watched as the soldiers jumped out of helicopters into 

the lake in full gear and during breaks students interacted with different vehicles, machines and had a 

chance to see the helicopters.  This gave students a chance to see some of the services that the      

military provides.  Students also got to speak with members of the military and were given some     

souvenirs.     

 It was a great day where the students learned about the role the military plays in all our lives. Thank 

you to our parent chaperones.  Without our parents, we would lose out on some great learning          

experiences.  Thank you for giving up your time, and all efforts, here and at home, are greatly            

appreciated! 

Just a friendly reminder that the days are getting cooler or they should be getting cooler!  The sixth 

graders do go outside for a period in the middle of the day.  Please make sure students are dressed 

for the cooler temperatures so they may participate in outdoor recess.  With our packed schedule, that 

little bit of down time does wonders! 

Ms. Aumell and Mrs. Connell 



Dear Parents, the cafeteria rules are often not discussed as much as classroom rules.  Although      

children do have the freedom to chat with their peers and forget about learning for a few minutes while 

they eat, we still have rules in place in order for the cafeteria to run smoothly.                                  

Please take a minute to review these rules with your child. 

 Stay seated at all times.  Raise your hand for assistance. 

 

Talk in a normal, indoor voice.   Yelling across the cafeteria, making odd/loud noises (such as si-

rens or dinosaurs), and using inappropriate language is not allowed. 

 

Use the bathroom before coming to the cafeteria.   

 

Be prepared.  Many children bring a lunch with no utensils or napkins to use.  We have a limited 

supply and encourage students to bring what they need with them.  When students buy lunch, 

they must remember to grab what they need while going through the line.  Responsibility for  

ourselves is key in making lunchtime an enjoyable experience.  

 

Sharing food is not allowed in the cafeteria.  

 

Pick up after yourself.   This includes picking up anything that drops on the floor, taking all garbage 

with you when dismissed from lunch, and reporting any spills you are not able to clean up on 

your own.  Cafeteria monitors are always present during lunch to monitor behavior, provide     

assistance, and to wipe tables down between classes.  It is not their job to clean up after        

students.  

 

Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself. 

 

Students  are given a #1 - #10 depending on behavior and preparedness in the cafeteria.  This number 

is given to the entire class and reported to the teacher.  By following simple rules and being prepared, 

students are rewarded both in the cafeteria and in their classrooms.  Please help your student to be 

the best they can be! 



SAVE THE DATES!! 
NOVEMBER 8TH—NOVEMBER 16TH, 2018 

WE WILL BE OPEN FOR STUDENT SHOPPING 
DURING  

LIBRARY SPECIALS 
AND  

OPEN FOR PARENT SHOPPING DURING 
PARENT/TEACHER 

CONFERENCES ON NOV 15TH AND NOV 16TH 

   Shop the book fair online! Or set up 

an  e-wallet to make shopping easier 

at the fair. 

 

http://www.scholastic.com/bf/

dexterelementaryschool1 

 

 

 

Hi, my name is Mrs. Hardwick; I’m the new librarian for our elementary schools.  I was 

an English 10 teacher at the high school for the previous twelve years. I am enjoying 

my new position working with our youngest Lions!  We have been learning library 

manners - using a library voice, walking in the library, being kind and respectful. For 

grades three-six, we have two different reading activities that will be on-going.  What 

Are You Reading asks the students to share with me the book that they are currently 

reading; this will help me to know what our students are interested in, then I’ll be able 

to take their interests into consideration when I order new books.  We also have a 

reading challenge to see who can read the most books during the entire year!         

Upcoming activities in the library include: using context clues, dictionary skills, a       

research project about bats, and Halloween Rhyme Time. 

 

Mrs. Hardwick 

Library News 
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Students in Physical Education have been working on soccer skills through minor progressions 

and modified games. Students are learning the basics of the game while incorporating the rules and 

philosophies of the game. Students will be transitioning into our fitness unit in the following weeks.    

Students will be assessed on their cardiovascular endurance, muscular endurance, and flexibility.     

Assessment is done through the Presidential Physical Fitness Test (4-6) and the Mr. Peanut Physical 

Fitness Test (1-3). As Physical Education Teachers we hope that families can encourage their children 

to participate in activities to improve their overall physical fitness at home.  

 Please remember to work with your children at home on taking their earrings out before Physical 

Education Class. All jewelry/earrings must be taken off for students to participate in class activities. In 

addition the weather is changing quickly so it is a good idea to pack that sweat shirt or coat for outdoor 

activities. Packing sneakers is also going to be important when the boots come out for the winter 

weather.  

Your encouragement and cooperation with the Physical Education Dress Code will allow your 

child to have a safe and joyful learning experience. We appreciate your help and enjoy working with 

your child. 

Mr. Hartle 

Beginning Band and Gold Band are underway at the                   

Elementary Schools!  

     On September 27th, we had volunteer musicians from 

the Fort Drum 10th Mountain Division Band help with our 

Beginning Band Night. These musicians demonstrated their 

instruments and helped students play the different     

mouthpieces to choose the instrument they will play this 

year. We had a great turnout, thank you to everyone who could make it!  

     Gold Band will be traveling to Syracuse to listen to a professional symphony 

called Symphoria later this month. We are so excited our  students will get the 

experience of listening to a professional symphony perform!  

     Band Parents, if you have not already joined our Remind class, please       

consider it. I send out nightly reminders so your students know when to bring 

their instrument to school. If you want to sign-up, check out our Band website 

through the school website. 

     Don’t forget to join our General Brown Performing Arts Booster Club! We meet 

on the first Monday of every month at the high school. If you want more              

information, contact me at kyost@gblions.org. 

BAND 

Mrs. Yost 



MUSIC 
Kindergarteners have learned how to move their voice up and down to sing, and 

are now working on lots of fun holiday songs for our concert in December!  

Parents, be sure you have December 18 marked on your calendars! Our    

Kindergarten Christmas program is 9:30am on this day in the cafeteria . 

1st graders have learned their solfege building blocks (Do, Re, Mi, etc.) and 

used boomwhackers (tube instruments) to practice them!  We also learned 

the song, “Do, a Deer” from the Sound of Music! 

2nd graders are using Lummi sticks to practice rhythms and note values.  We will 

use rhythms and Lummi sticks to accompany ourselves on a few songs!  

3rd graders have been working on Meter, singing songs in 2 and 3.  We’ve sung 

so many different songs, it must be a new record!  We’ve just started on a 

party dance song called, “Coffee Grows on White Oak Trees.” 

4th graders should now own their own recorder.  We’re starting with the basics: 

how to hold the recorder, how to blow gently, and playing our first 3 notes!  

It’s very exciting, so thank you parents for your patience at home while your 

student practices! 

5th graders are reviewing the six notes they learned last year in 4th grade.  We 

are also reviewing how to read notes and rhythms on the staff. 

6th graders have taken a trip around the world, singing songs from other      

countries and in other languages!  So far, we have learned songs in Spanish 

and Japanese.  Our journey is far from over; we’ll hit the Middle East, Africa, 

and Europe before we’re done! 

The JLCMTA Bi-County Chorus is at South Jeff HS this year; please come November 3
rd

 

at 2pm to support our General Brown students who were selected to attend! 



 

Welcome Back GB Students!!  Hope you had a creative summer!!  My 

name is Mrs. Yodice, and I am subbing for Mrs. Majo until she returns.  Most 

of the students already know me because I have been subbing for the General 

Brown School District for many years now.  My background is not Art, it’s  

Elementary Education and Special Education but, being in the Art Room for 

the past month has brought out the artistic side of me that I did not know I 

had!!  I hope in the short time that I will be working with students that they 

too will discover an artistic side to them.  If you need to contact me, please 

email me at wyodice@gblions.org                        

                       “Creativity is contagious. Pass it on.” 

                           -Quote by: Albert Einstein 

                       Mrs. Yodice 
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